
Year
Curriculum 

Links

Give examples of animals that are endemic 
and/or native to Aotearoa 
New Zealand.
Understand the challenges that Aotearoa 
New Zealand animals face.
Provide suggestions on how to protect native 
wildlife. 

Learning Outcome + 
Session Outline

Explore how Aotearoa New Zealand’s land 
animals have changed over time and what 
effect introduced animals have had on the 
ecosystem. Find out about local conservation 
efforts and what action you can take to help 
protect our native wildlife. 

9-10
Ecology Level 3-4: Explain how living things are 
suited to their particular habitat and how they respond 
to environmental changes, both natural and 
human-induced.
Level 5: Investigate the interdependence of living 
things (including humans) in an ecosystem. 
Evolution Level 3-4: Explore how the groups of living 
things we have in the world have changed over long 
periods of time and appreciate that some living things 
in Aotearoa New Zealand are quite different from 
living things in other areas of the world.
Level 5: Describe the basic processes by which 
genetic information is passed from one generation to 
the next.

 

11-13
Understand the unique adaptations of 
animals past and present in 
New Zealand.
Distinguish between native and 
introduce wildlife to New Zealand.
Provide examples of challenges native 
animals face in response to human action.

Explore New Zealand’s biodiversity, what 
patterns and processes have shaped how some 
of our unique animals have evolved over time 
and what effect introduced animals have had on 
the ecosystem. Learn about local conservation 
efforts and what action you can take to help 
protect our native wildlife. 

Living World –  Ecology Level 6: Investigate the 
impact of natural events and human actions on a New 
Zealand ecosystem.
Living World – Ecology and evolution Level 7: 
Explain how the interaction between ecological factors 
and natural selection leads to genetic changes within 
populations.
Living World – Life processes, ecology, and 
evolution Level 8:
Understand the relationship between organisms and 
their environment.
Explore the evolutionary processes that have resulted 
in the diversity of life on Earth and appreciate the 
place and impact of humans within these processes.
Related NCEA Standards: 
Biology 2.6 AS91158: Investigate a pattern in an 
ecological community, with supervision (4 credits, 
Internal)
Biology 3.5 AS 91605: Demonstrate understanding 
of evolutionary processes leading to speciation 
(4 credits, External)
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